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Chapter One – Introduction 

 Bauman (1993, p. 47) argued that responsibility is to say that an individual can be 

responsible. In this, the arguments for morality are premised on the moral “I” being 

referenced as a “singular form of the ethical ‘us’” where the “ethical ‘we’, ‘I’ is exchangeable 

with ‘s/he’” in a manner that creates a moral relationship such that “I and the Other are not 

exchangeable, and thus cannot be ‘added up’ to form a plural ‘we’” (Bauman and Bauman, 

1993, p. 50). From this, we need to decide as to the nature of moral relationships and 

understand that these are a form of responsibility. 

 As can be determined from such a response, real responsibility is not a contractual 

relationship, and the romanticised or non-pragmatic aspects of the world need to be 

introduced such that the re-enchantment of ideas may be achieved. To do this requires more 

than just an understanding of concepts but the underlying attainment of why. Values are 

different from objectives. In ascertaining the aesthetic value of items, education leads to the 

dissemination of culture, ethical constructs, and moral knowledge. Such values can be 

provided through literature, and the literary Canon can inculcate the student with an 

understanding of the frameworks that can lead to personal growth and emotional education 

(Carr, 2005). 

 This study is presented as a polemic (Hanegraaff, 2005). Yet, the concept of a 

polemic has a long and detailed history within academic research and literature (Crowley, 

1998). As a refutation of the opinions and principles of another, the polemic structures 

arguments against alternative opinions, including those who have created polemics against a 

concept in the past (Varisco, 2017). This research focuses on the western literary Canon 
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(Bloom, 2014). While many attacks have been made against the Canon (Berman, 2011), few 

provide context as to the benefits to the students. Rather, the authors attack the Canon based 

on ideas of inclusiveness and equality (Williams, 2021). In doing this, the primary 

educational outcome is buried beneath alternative political concepts derived from critical 

theory (Bracey, 2015). 

 The underlying argument in structuring attacks on the Western Canon in English 

Language Studies (ELS) fails to address the key concepts of educational benefit. As Biesta 

(2010) contends, the introduction of metrics and measurements has led to a series of 

conditions that allow bureaucrats to override the political decisions (Grey, 2010) of parents 

and those who should be responsible for the material included within the curriculum. 

Arguments concerning the decolonisation of the curriculum (Arday, 2021) are made 

concerning the future concepts in society without the direct interaction of parents and 

students. 

 While equality is promoted as a viable end goal, the extension of equality has been 

demonstrated through literature (Vonnegut, 1962). But, of course, such literature is created by 

middle-class, wealthy white males and would be outside the literary Canon proposed by 

many with ideas of equality and equity (Robinson, 1983). Consequently, this study explores 

educational outcomes and leadership differences within English schools. In addressing the 

leadership focus on a variety of skills, the outcomes and differences of educational structures 

can be compared with the thematic analysis of views held by educational leaders. 

 Plato discussed the need to develop individuals within society and to provide the 

necessary political understanding to engage in democratic discourse (Dohal, 2022; Irabor, 

Adidi and Ola-Obitusin, no date). Likewise, Aristotle introduced concerts of logic and ethics 
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with the underlying theme of creating individuals who could actively engage in society 

(McNish, 2022). Such structures are necessary to provide the foundations of civic education, 

which has been argued to form a transformative educational structure (Hoggan-Kloubert and 

Mabrey, 2022, pp. 167–8). 

 Alternatively, Bloom (2014) contended that the literary Canon’s primary focus was 

the development of the self and introducing aesthetic ideals (Scruton, 1989). Without this, the 

argument against culture leads to the dissemination of unfounded ideas concerning Marxist 

concepts designed to undermine democratic and middle-class society (Sowell, 1998; Lindsay, 

2022). Moreover, without the framework to explore concepts provided within the wide range 

of texts in the western literary Canon, it can be argued that the political ideas behind the 

enlightenment will remain unknown and hence forgotten (Stanlis and Kirk, 2018; Netz, 

2020). 

 The Canon incorporates works that have been used extensively and are accepted or 

admitted in the standard group of works taught in schools and universities. These works were 

considered the definitive literature capturing the best works in Western culture (Posner, 

2009). While many critics note that the Western Literary Canon does not contain many works 

of feminist or LBGTQ+ origin (Robinson, 1983), many such arguments of this type fail to 

understand the underlying critical or subversive nature that forms many of these works. 

 For example, Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald, 1992)is studied as an 

example of modernist culture and the distinctions between new and old money (Tariq et al., 

2022). However, such an analysis fails to capture many of the underlying and subversive 

currents in these novels. For instance, Nick deeply obsesses over Gatsby (Potter, 2021). 
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Likewise, while some authors have noted the underlying current of forbidden sexuality 

(Decker, 2019), others overlook these queer aspects of the literary Canon (Zaino, 2020). 

 Further, Melville (1892) clearly expresses homosexual experiences between 

characters on the whaling ship. In referencing marriage and the coupling of Queequeg and 

Ishmael (Blais, 2022), a series of classic homoerotic themes are presented at one stage were 

considered obscene (Hofmeyr, 2021). As Rantatalo (2018) demonstrates, this “cozy loving 

pair” formed a close relationship demonstrating many aspects of homoerotic fiction. 

Consequently, it can be seen that many of the attacks against the literary Canon are based on 

erroneous concepts. Arguments against diversity are often framed based on an 

incomprehension of the underlying issues and how they are being framed. 

What Has Been Debated Extensively 

 Caserta (2019) discusses the motion of how the literary Canon changes over time. In 

this, the concept of literature as a mirror to the world is discussed in reference to both world 

literature and the Western Canon. Similar arguments concerning the origins of academic 

rationalism (Halvorsen, 2004). Each case demonstrates that the approach to developing a 

school curriculum varies between favouring traditional content, including classical Western 

concepts and academic rationalist ideas, and periodic rejections of this approach. 

 In particular, many of the arguments behind rejecting the Western Canon have 

stemmed not from the arguments of closed minds and rejecting diversity in favour of 

inclusiveness but rather from concepts dedicated to developing rational thought patterns 

(Bloom, 2008). As demonstrated above, the Canon is formed through an extensive process of 

pushing boundaries, including periods of state censorship (Thurley, 2021), where work 
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including Stanley Kubrick’s A Clockwork Orange is deemed outside the realms of 

permissible ideas (Melia, 2022). 

 As Eatough (2021) contends, a Canon is formed at the intersection of the ideas at 

society’s edge. At this point, the moral and philosophical debates within the political fissures 

separating concepts being tested in democratic discourse are available to be debated and 

either added or discarded. When any text is added, it comes at the expense of something else. 

The economic limits on time require that any additions to the Canon are balanced by 

removing other works. Every disruption that leads to the addition of new works (Banack, 

2022) equally leads to the deletion of some other text. The consequence of this is to create a 

balance that needs to be debated between the perceived value of the new addition against the 

value of the old works to be removed. 

 Critically, debates over the aesthetic value need to be taken against debates 

concerning political agendas. The reasoning offered by Bloom (2014) and supported by 

philosophers such as Scruton (1974) concerns the aesthetic value of the literary works in the 

Canon and their ability to enable people to find a sense of self and solace in an increasingly 

isolated modern world. Moreover, as Woolf (1989) declares, “Intellectual freedom depends 

upon material things. Poetry depends upon intellectual freedom.” 

Further, Woolf (1989) insists, “When a subject is highly controversial, one cannot 

hope to tell the truth. One can only show how one came to hold whatever opinion one does 

hold.” Through this point, it is possible to see that many disagreements over the Canon stem 

not from rational objects of thought or objective discussion but rather political contentions 

that hide the objectives of the party seeking change. In a manner that underlies the concepts 

behind why society changes (Bloom, 2008), Woolf (1989)further contends that “Fiction is 
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likely to contain more truth than fact.” In this, many traditional works may be seen to contain 

more truth than those that some seek to usurp. 

A Personal Rationale 

I came from an incredibly poor background and was raised by a single mother while working 

through hardship and at great expense. Yet, despite starting in a negative position, I have 

managed to go from the bottom of the educational and social hierarchy to a position close to 

the top. I attribute many aspects of my success to accessing many aesthetically pleasing, 

comprehensive literary works that are part of the classics collections and form the Western 

Canon. The ease in accessing these works and the ability to find comprehensive analyses of 

the various texts add to the levels of accessibility. These texts generally support the concept 

of meritocracy and the idea that people who come from nothing can achieve anything. 

 Conversely, I see the current vernacular and text designed to promote inclusiveness as 

teaching people that they cannot fight the system and thus are powerless. The ironic nature of 

this is that the argument being presented by many groups is one of inclusiveness. However, 

from personal experience, I see the opposite. As an individual who has created his path in the 

model of enlightenment thinkers such as Thomas Paine (Larkin, 2005; Paine, 2013; Speck, 

2015), I am interested in the perceptions of other individuals and whether the claims being 

made for replacing the Western Canon can be supported. 

 I plan on conducting a study towards a Doctor of Education after I have finished this 

research. I study everything. That is the least likely statement I have made in the last ten 

years, to be an understatement. I have over 30 degrees. And when I finish the Dr of education 

mentioned above, I will have eight doctorates. So, you may say that the source of personal 
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interest is knowledge in itself. I am high functioning autistic, and the collection of knowledge 

drives me. 

Positionality 

I am not a teacher. Rather, I am the classic rags to riches example that individuals such as 

@juliaerin80 of DisruptTexts.org would refer to as a perpetrator of meritocracy: 

I don’t think Gatsby is so marvellous a teaching tool that the aesthetic or 

style components can be found in another text. Also, the rags to riches 

meme toes the line of perpetuating the myth of meritocracy. 

 I am autistic, I am irascible, and I came from the level of poverty that will make most 

coalminers in Wales think they are rich. It was through the perpetuation of the myth of 

meritocracy that can be found in the classics that I decided that I could find a means to escape 

a past where one of my sisters was taken by the government and given to another family, 

where I had three abusive stepfathers and a non-present father and where over 50% of the 

people I grew up with were still on welfare. 

 I came from a single-parent family when my mother was Catholic, and my father was 

Baptist but was also a father who left, and I was five. So my father’s side would be called 

white trash, and my mother’s side is a combination of Irish and Italian immigrants. So my 

interest is in studying and creating. I have written over 3000 papers, and I have over 1000 

patents. I have started multiple companies worldwide and founded a multi-trillion-dollar 

industry. My net worth is in the tens of billions of pounds. I’m setting up a foundation to set 

the poorest 2 billion people on a path to achieving something through a process of 

meritocracy. It will take decades; I have no issue with planning over fifty years. 
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 My family is important to me. My companies are important to me, and building a 

system that will enable people to help themselves rather than one that teaches inclusivity and, 

in reality, acts to teach poor people to stay poor is important to me. I do what is right no 

matter what people think of me. My first doctorate was completed in Kenya, and I have lived 

in India. I don’t believe that race has any bearing and is merely used as a tool to falsely 

propagate ideas to promote people who have not worked into the role they should be able to 

achieve. My family is multiracial. I am white. Being white has never given me a single 

benefit or imbued me with privilege. I would say the negative to be true. 

 The reality is that I don’t believe that any aspect of what I do reflects the outcomes of 

my choices based on bias. I have been diagnosed as high on the Asperger/autism spectrum. 

My focus is based on logical decisions. I don’t believe in contradictions; if I ever see one, I 

correct the views where the evidence supports the correction. My personality does not impact 

me as a researcher. While critical theory likes to argue otherwise, the lack of falsifiability of 

many of these theories discounts them. The only person I answer to is myself. My funding 

source is a trust that I am a beneficiary of. My goals are funded based on my decisions. 

 Consequently, despite my opinions, I act without bias in the face of evidence. This 

statement is likely to be controversial. The truth is that I command capital worth close to £80 

billion and act on an evidence-based decision process. This is why I have gone from poverty 

to one of the fifty richest people on this planet. The only person I hurt by undermining my 

research is myself. I am doing this to understand better the many research programs I wish to 

set up in a global foundation and building. I can hire other people, but that will not assuage 

my bias. Hence, my research is not about opinion but the search for truth. 
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ESL: English As a Second Language 

Arguments proliferate as to the canonical status of works not only in standard English 

language and literature classes but as a function of teaching language or in classes where 

students have English as a second language (Johanna, no date). Such debates occur not only 

in England but in English language classes in foreign countries (Petersson, 2016). As stated 

above, there are political concerns with literary texts, including concepts of obscenity. Yet, 

the campaigners seeking to change the underlying classic works do so by introducing 

vernacular language that can lead to limited opportunities for educational advancement 

(Salmon, 2018). 

Whether arguments concerning vernacular English and the formation of dialects are 

valid or not, the direct outcomes, such as the increased difficulties in achieving social 

mobility or recognition in legal and political discourse (Kurinec and Weaver, 2019), are real. 

Moreover, the use of the English language as citizenship education (Belas and Hopkins, 

2019) is also a widely held belief. Hence, the arguments to destigmatise vernacular language 

(Beaubrun, 2020) fail to comprehend the social psychology associated with group dynamics 

and aid in creating isolated classes and racial divisions (Sowell, 1998). While some 

individuals push these agendas, focusing on concepts of equality and inclusiveness, the 

underlying purpose is generally not directed at the student's needs (Sowell, 1995). 

Inclusive Education 

 #DisruptTexts calls for a “more inclusive and restorative curriculum and pedagogical 

approach in English language arts (ELA)” (Ebarvia et al., 2020). Yet, the definition of 

inclusivity is left to the reader's imagination. The promoters of this practice else creating 

equity. It is claimed that “no educational spaces free from bias inequities, so to explore 
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ourselves and the world, it is imperative to interrogate the forces that shape our thinking”. In 

this, the promoters of  #DisruptTexts seek to balance tradition and nostalgia and, in effect, 

replace culture. 

 Of course, many of these goals lead to decentring whiteness and unsupported claims 

of white supremacy (Ebarvia et al., 2020). The underlying concept presented in works such 

as this is to dismantle the ideas that underlie the foundation of capitalist society and to 

promote critical race theory  (Ebarvia et al., 2020). However, Lindsay (2022) demonstrates 

the underlying foundation of Marxist concepts throughout these works. Further, concepts 

such as arguing that “Teaching a text that is written by a person of color is different from 

teaching that text through a critical lens” (Ebarvia et al., 2020, p. 101) demonstrate how these 

authors seek to create divisions in class. 

 The meaning of inclusivity is outside of what is being represented within educational 

works and through Marxist concepts such as critical race theory (Bracey, 2015; Burawoy, 

2022; Lindsay, 2022). Inclusivity would look to incorporate people in achieving the best 

outcomes. Teaching vernacular English limits the individual's ability to engage in the full 

range of cultural experiences and creates class divisions. The opposite effect of inclusivity is 

achieved by segregating education and isolating individuals. Rather, those in public schools 

obtain separate educational levels from those in lower-income areas (Sowell, 1998; Hirsch, 

2019). 

 In part, the reasoning behind this is due to the difference in educational structure. The 

inclusion of the Western literary Canon in public education differs from the desire to change 

educational standards in rural and inner London schools. By not providing opportunities for 

the best and brightest in the school to excel, the opportunities for advancement and social 
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mobility are limited (Greenstone et al., 2013). The concept of a blank slate has been 

discredited (Wright, 2013). Despite the educational claims of Dewey (Dewey, no date) and 

others (Rockefeller, 1989), the utopian concepts of Platonic education(Plato. and Allan, 1993; 

Bobonich and Meadows, 2020) cannot be achieved. 

 As was determined even 2600 years ago, education cannot be equalised without 

removing children from families and introducing eugenics (Bobonich and Meadows, 2020). 

This approach is the only path to equality. A more liberal concept would be to develop 

opportunities for social mobility so that those who both work hard, are lucky and achieve 

have opportunities (Locke, 1976). However, inclusivity does not require that we limit the 

achievement of individuals within society in a manner analogous to the equality achieved in 

Harrison Bergeron (Vonnegut, 1962). 

 Rather, inclusiveness is about accepting people at all levels of achievement. It means 

promoting differences and accepting that some students will achieve more than others. There 

are many reasons for this outcome. Some are genetic; other reasons are from family (Lareau, 

1987). The home factors increase student dropout rates or continuance (Alexander, Entwisle 

and Kabbani, 2001). Consequently, integrating alternative texts will not mitigate the 

differences in school and family connections (Epstein, 1990). So, arguments for inclusiveness 

and more arguments for sameness. 

Study Aim 

 In part, the study aims to demonstrate that the modern drive for achieving normality is 

directed into seemingly alternative approaches, including critical race theory and inclusivity 

(Bauman, 2002). While the concept of the Tabula Rasa remains persuasive, the differences 

between students' works (Eddy, 2018) demonstrate the underlying need to develop 
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professional practices that allow teachers to be responsible professionals and not merely 

educational automata. In this, the results achieved will vary drastically, with large statistical 

deviations between outcomes. Nevertheless, such an approach is warranted. Seeking to 

regress to the mean does not provide opportunities for advancement or opportunities for the 

best to achieve. Rather, it creates the world that Vonnegut (1962) referred to. A world 

where… 

Nobody was smarter than anybody else. Nobody was better looking than 

anybody else. Nobody was stronger or quicker than anybody else. All this 

equality was due to the 211th, 212th, and 213th Amendments to the 

Constitution, and to the unceasing vigilance of agents of the United States 

Handicapper General. 

 While the individuals learning English as a second language have a disadvantage 

compared to native English speakers, the introduction of vernacular speech limits these 

individuals' ability to learn and achieve. To treat people as equal and normal is to remove the 

underlying identity that all of us have from our individuality. The Western literary Canon 

does not capture all of the ideas contained by people from around the world. There is a reason 

for this. First, very little English literature was written in Africa in the mediaeval era. The 

reason for this is that many African cultures did not write literature, and secondly, very few 

individuals in African communities ever spoke English. 

 Equally, no individual today would find themselves able to understand or comprehend 

cultures in any African community from the past, just as no individual today is likely to 

understand an English person from the ninth century. The ability to understand people is a 

separate issue compared to learning literature and how these change over time. The goal of 
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education should be to create the best opportunities for each student and not to equalise the 

opportunities across a school. This study will demonstrate how some educational leaders in 

impoverished areas feel resentment and assert this by limiting their students' ability. 

 By restricting the Western Canon, educational leaders restrict the ability of lower 

socio-economic groups to achieve social mobility. To be accepted in higher society requires 

an ability to understand and integrate with people in different groups. The argument that 

teaching vernacular English will achieve this is flawed. The educational goals of public 

schools and wealthier educational classes remain more traditional in focus. As such, the 

rejection of the Canon places students who are impoverished or in lower socio-economic 

groups at a disadvantage. 

Study Question 

This research seeks to investigate the attitudes of leadership within four British 

schools. Students learn how to interact with different levels of society in studying the English 

language. Through written reports, people in bureaucracies, businesses, engineering and 

science gain a voice and can express their ideas. English language studies encompass a wide 

variety of ideas and, when done well, can teach students how to interact across different 

levels of society. Sowell (1995) references this as a culture of self-congratulation, but many 

aspects are more closely aligned to alienation (Øversveen, 2022) and resentment (Ford, 

2022). 

As such, it is necessary to ask, Is the drive to change the Western Canon in ESL 

education and the introduction of vernacular texts about inclusive education or resentment, 

and how does the leadership of school bodies, including headteachers, influence this choice? 

To this end, a series of interviews were conducted with the leadership of four British schools. 
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These schools have been selected to obtain a wide range of educational forms and maximise 

student bodies' differences. 

Consequently, of the four schools selected, one represented public education in 

England, one was set to represent a Welsh rural environment, one was done in a London 

school with a predominantly migrant population, and the final school was a lower-income 

area in eastern London. Together, it is believed that these schools give a range of different 

values, including both inner-city and rural environments. Additionally, schools catering for a 

wealthy clientele can be compared with those in a lower socio-economic bracket, and the 

attitudes of the leadership can be compared between each. 

Structure of the Dissertation  

 This dissertation is structured with an analysis of the existing literature that follows 

the introduction. After this, a presentation of the methodology and process followed is 

documented. The investigation involves a thematic analysis of the semi-structured dialogue 

held with various educational leaders. This is reported in the following chapter, where results 

are analysed, and the findings are reviewed and discussed concerning relevant literature. The 

concluding chapter concludes the overall scholarship within the field and the results as they 

aligned with the educational leaders' views. 
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Chapter Two – Literature Review 

 

 Words have power. 

 C. S. Lewis (2009) reminded us that when we fail to educate our citizens, that 

humanity is on a path to decline. Where education becomes conditioning, people learn how to 

follow the rules rather than how to think. Democracy is not merely a system in which people 

take the information given to them and vote the same way their parents did. Democracy is a 

system based on logical analysis and rational thought. Otherwise, democracy is transformed 

into a demagoguery. 

 Bloom (2014) takes an alternative approach to many on the Canon. Rather than 

arguing the civic notion of democratic learning or other benefits, Bloom holds “that the 

literary is not dependent upon the philosophical, and that the aesthetic is irreducible to 

ideology or metaphysics. Instead, aesthetic criticism returns us to the autonomy of 

imaginative literature and the sovereignty of the solitary soul are the reader not as a person in 

society but as the deep self, our ultimate inwardness” (Bloom, 2014). 

 Berliner (1999) forcefully argues that Western culture is superior to all others. 

Further, the notion of cultural relativism or the concept that each culture worldwide is equally 

valuable in its own right is referred to as “moral anarchy”. Avoiding problems with relativism 

requires that we weigh the evidence and use rational and logical methodologies to discard 

contradictory arguments. Through this, it becomes possible to evaluate cultures and rate them 

based on the values that describe them. 
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 Murray (2022) argues that Western culture is unfairly prejudiced. In this argument, 

the author notes that every culture throughout history has maintained a systemic program of 

slavery, conquest, exploitation, genocides, warfare and oppression. However, people are not 

celebrating the contributions of Western society and, in many cases, argue that to do so is to 

promote hate speech (Alemán, 2014). While it has become acceptable to denigrate Western 

culture, it is becoming taboo to comment on non-Western cultures and is often referred to as 

hate speech. In these arguments, the attack extends into referencing reason and logic, 

democracy and science as Western constructs designed to promote privilege (Bracey, 2015). 

 More importantly, critical race theory promotes teacher attitudes that undermine the 

educational process. By examining the activities of teachers and promoting ideas of structural 

racism, critical race theory seeks to undermine Western liberal ideas. In this line of teaching 

and education, anyone who believes they are not racist is, by definition, racist (Vaught and 

Castagno, 2008) under this framework. Denzin and Lincoln (2011, pp. 163–4) note how Karl 

Marx inspires all critical traditions. Further, the authors note that all educators are required to 

promote the empowerment of individuals by undermining privilege. However, such an 

approach does not develop or grow anything but seeks to create equality by removing 

anything better than something else. 

 Such an approach undermines achievement and creates an attitude of cutting off the 

tall poppy (Feather, 1989). Furthermore, this attitude of resentment towards those who 

achieve more undermines the ability of individuals from impoverished backgrounds to gain 

wealth and social mobility. Rather than teaching students to strive so that some can achieve 

unbounded outcomes, racial programs are being taught that promote false ideas of privilege 

(Feldman and Huddy, 2005) and undermine the ability of high-achieving students to break 

free of poverty. 
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 Teaching anti-Western concepts is aligned with the push to remove canonical 

literature (Tudor, 2021). The avowed aims of many of these promoters of anti-Western 

pedagogy are revolutionary change. The concept of liberal Western ideas undermines the 

likelihood of Marxist regime change due to the general contentment felt within Western 

society (Lindsay, 2022). Consequently, it attempts to undermine the liberal freedoms that 

lead to slow progress of change and are promoted to achieve revolutionary change and the 

implementation of a classless society. The inability of such a system to promote social 

mobility is not considered. 

 However, despite the arguments against Western culture, the predominant global 

population changes incorporate migration to the West from Third World countries and not 

Westerners to similar locations. Moreover, Third World migrants see hope in Western 

capitalism (Kisin, 2022). Yet, researchers continue to promote ideas such as decolonialisation 

(Aziz and Hashim, 2022) when referencing Western literature. In addition, multiple authors 

and researchers continue to express concern about the nature of English language studies and 

the English past of colonisation and empire (Jones, 2020). 

 These arguments reference creating a new paradigm shift “from a culture of exclusion 

and denial, to the making of other political philosophies of knowledge systems” (Jones, 

2020). The underlying theme is based upon critical race studies with arguments of underlying 

racial arguments and whiteness as property (Keele University, no date). These arguments 

promote a form of race Marxism (Lindsay, 2022) over the needs of the students. In promoting 

these ideas, the concept is to include all cultures without reference to aesthetic value or 

literary merit. 
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 The part of the flawed statements about decolonising the curriculum relates to 

introducing a colonisation mentality (Gilley, 2021a, 2021b). The history of Western literature 

is not a history of colonisation but rather several thousand years of English subjugation 

(Butterfield, 2009; Fara, 2010). Further, the majority of literature within the Western Canon 

is either critical towards many political ideas of the time or pre-dates the introduction of 

empire values (Dagenais and Greer, 2000). Finally, the Western concept of cultural 

comparison was one of analysing multiple cultures and selecting the best aspects of all of 

them (Dohal, 2022). 

 While many who argue for a relativistic approach and cultural relativism promote a 

concept whereas individual cultures cannot be compared (Spiro, 1986), the tradition 

underlying the Western Canon derived from the early Greeks was to investigate and explore 

new ideas and to integrate the best of these into the local culture while discarding anything 

that did not work (Harrison, 2010). To discard such an approach and the rational critical 

approach of analysing to find the best is to assume that there are no underlying aspects of 

human psychology and remove the similarities between all cultures. In doing this, it is also 

creating an outcome where the student is subjected to the political whims of others at the 

expense of what is best for their education. 

Literature Review: A Summary of the Canon and the Issues 

 Biesta (2010, p. 57) contends that introducing accountability and responsibility in 

educational systems has led to the development of a “sphere of the political… to have been 

replaced by economic relationships”. The introduction of a culture of accountability seeks to 

measure outcomes and overlay legal standards that, while seemingly designed to make 
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institutions more accountable “to the public” (O’Neill, 2002, p. ‘transcript’), create 

“accountability to regulators, departments of government, to funders, to legal standards”. 

 This introduction of a culture of accountability allows for the measurement of non-

educational goals such as inclusion through the tabulation of how many books have been 

replaced. For example, in promoting a goal of decolonising the curriculum, the question 

begged is whether the objective should be inclusivity or educational attainment. In this, the 

inclusion of accountability stats associated with how many textbooks have been replaced and 

how many new works from what are traditionally non-English-speaking cultures is a simpler 

metric than obtaining the level of development of students. 

 This development is despite the notion promoted within many government 

departments that position education as a consumption product. For example, Poulson (1998, 

p. 420) demonstrated the contrary condition that parents “never saw themselves as 

consumers, nor education as a product”. Furthermore, the drive to develop bureaucratic 

measurement and accountability leads to a scenario where there is “no direct accountability 

between parents (or, for that matter, students) and schools” (Biesta, 2010, p. 56). 

Unfortunately, this creates a bureaucratic and non-democratic framework that allows 

minority interests to promote concepts outside the majority will (Sowell, 1995). 

 Through this, arguments for good education move away from the delivery of 

education to students and into political agendas that are easily measured and promoted by 

those seeking outcomes such as decolonising the curriculum rather than focusing on which 

works lead to the most effective educational outcomes (Poulson, 1996). It remains a political 

question whether parents would prefer to have their children learn the underlying Western 
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culture or to replace this with alternative versions that are implemented not because of 

widespread choice in the formation of the Canon but rather from bureaucratic oversight. 

 By creating a scenario where “the role of parents and students in the “accountability 

loop” is only indirect (Biesta, 2010, p. 56), the argument as to why certain works should be 

studied or removed and the questions around both ethics and morality are taken away from 

political and democratic decision-making and handed into the oversight of an unelected 

bureaucracy. Morality is a function of the family (Ochs and Kremer-Sadlik, 2007) and 

concerns “the aspect of human thought, feeling and action that pertains to the distinction 

between right and wrong” (Bauman and Bauman, 1993, p. 4). 

 Consequently, the removal of political discourse concerning the inclusion or removal 

of certain texts forms a political attack that allows for introducing ideas that have not been 

adequately discussed and decided through democratic processes (Levit, 1972). Moreover, 

undermining democratic processes opens opportunities to promote fundamentally Marxist 

ideas (Lindsay, 2022) as if they are educationally focused. Such a process increases the 

bureaucratic control of society and leads to a replacement of educational values with 

measurement values that are more closely aligned and associated with minority political 

ideologies. 

 The concept of decolonialisation and the removal of Western literary works from the 

Canon needs to be analysed against the educational outcomes. Introducing concepts aligned 

to critical race theory (Sowell, 1998) undermines many of the cultures promoted to be helped 

by decolonialisation theories. In this approach, it is necessary to not only find accountability 

measurements such as how many works have been replaced by those from non-Western or 

non-white cultures but to explain why the text has been replaced and if the alternative is both 
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aesthetically and educationally superior on its merits and not based on a bias against the 

source including whether it is Western or from a white male author. 

Defining the Topic 

 In approaching the question of the literary Canon, it is necessary to understand both 

the aesthetic value of each work being taught and to measure this against the value of 

Western guilt (Fisher, 2014) that is deployed against aspects of past culture which have been 

expressed in every society including those that are non-Western and to ask and whether this 

is a valid educational goal. Moreover, the subject needs to be taken against the Western idea 

that allows for the questioning of other societies. 

 Herodotus introduced the concept of needing to know yourself first before you can 

know the other (Schepens, 2007). No other culture has embraced the analysis and 

understanding of alternative ways of life in the manner Western enlightenment culture 

introduced (Gilley, 2021a). Moreover, as Gilley (2021b, p. 91) demonstrates, the Marxist 

agenda that poses as critical race theory or critical theory, in general, is based on the same 

“fundamental problems of ideological monoculture and illiberal censorship” that underlies 

the arguments behind why those promoting the removal of the Western Canon from English 

literary studies note that Western culture was broken (Soyinka, 1981; Jr, 2016). 

 Consequently, it is necessary to examine critical race theory and the reasoning behind 

the removal of literature from the Canon. While some argue that the inclusion of non-

Western text does not remove existing works (Reagan, 2004), such an approach fails to 

comprehend the economics of education. By introducing alternative text, the amount of time 

available to study existing cultural works is diminished and replaced. While arguments exist 

for “inclusive global citizenship education” (Dreamson, 2018), the argument fails to explain 
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how such an approach replaces existing citizenship and that global citizenship as a 

cosmopolitan idea is itself an idea derived from the Western literary Canon (Bowden, 2003). 

 In analysing the arguments for inclusive education, it is necessary to investigate the 

underlying foundation supporting such a position. Without an analysis of the antithesis, the 

argument is left without a foundational basis. In examining the idea of inclusive education 

and attacks of critical theorists against capitalism (Gottesman, 2016; Bronner, 2017), the 

argument for inclusive studies need to be investigated against the ability to deliver a better 

educational outcome. While it is posited that the decolonialisation of the curriculum will lead 

to a more cosmopolitan society (Gaztambide-Fernández, 2012), such claims must be tested 

and evaluated against the values of political and democratic society (Biesta, 2020). 

The antithesis 

 Before defining the benefits of the Western literary Canon, it is important to look at 

the alternative arguments. Understanding the value of the Canon requires that we understand 

the attacks made against it. Therefore, it is necessary to investigate both the arguments 

presented and the flaws in these approaches. This approach must also extend to investigating 

alternative literature and whether decolonising the curriculum is a political agenda or 

designed to improve students’ educational attainment. 

 Spampinato (2018) prevents an argument that Incel or “involuntary celibate” males 

and their misogynistic attitudes “are the product of the American literary canon”. While the 

author presents numerous examples and anecdotes, none of these has any evidence that the 

people who have perpetrated hate crimes have ever read the works being blamed. While the 

author cites a large number of books, from Great Expectations and A Tale of Two Cities to 
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The Great Gatsby, the argument as to their effect on males is that somehow this changes 

society and that these individuals take out their frustration as a result. 

 Unfortunately, such arguments are replaced with logical fallacies. In exaggerating and 

misrepresenting the effect of the Canon on males to make a misogynistic argument 

Spampinato (2018) is creating both the strawman and appeal to emotion. Moreover, when 

making large claims concerning the source of misogyny being derived from literature, there is 

a burden of proof that is beholden to the maker of the claim. Yet, no evidence is forthcoming. 

Rather, criminological studies have demonstrated a continuing decline in the rate of sexual 

assault globally (David-Ferdon et al., 2018; Rotenberg and Cotter, 2018). 

 From this, we can see that claims of misogynistic attitudes are not increasing the level 

of sexual assault as the authors claim. Further, when the evidence such as the crime spree 

conducted by Elliot Rodger that was used by Spampinato (2018) in arguing against the Canon 

(Gallop, 2007) is examined, it turns out that neither the perpetrator nor those in Incel groups 

that had commented on his actions had ever engaged with the works within the literary Canon 

(Langman, 2014; Shapiro, 2020). Despite blaming the works of Shakespeare, the instigators 

of hate crimes referenced had no interaction with the Canon. Hence, it does not logically 

follow that groups such as Incel are incited through works they have never read (Langman, 

2014; Blommaert, 2018; Burke and Alexander, 2018). 

 However, Erin Spampinato does write extensively on Electric Lit, a site dedicated to 

anticapitalism (Yoo, 2020) and the replacement of society through radical means rather than 

through incremental change. Such an approach sees the success of liberal methodologies as a 

threat. Hence, the reasoning behind arguments linking Incel to the Western Canon may be 
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seen as being appeals to emotion without supporting evidence made by authors seeking to 

undermine the liberal foundations of many of the Canonical works (Nagle, 2017). 

 Further, these claims may be attributed to the new historicism (Gallop, 2007). Rather 

than reading the Canon for its aesthetic value, it is claimed that ahistoricism is directly and 

“persuasively linked to sexism, racism, and elitism” (Gallop, 2007, p. 181). Yet, such claims 

are undermined by the subjects of many of the literary works in the Canon. The works have 

even created terminologies to cover the aspects of society the authors addressed. For 

example, the phrase “Dickensian” completely follows as an attack on the squalid conditions 

of 18th and 19th-century London. Dickens did not create a work or series of works on elitism 

but rather an attack on the conditions of the working man (Clarke, 2016). 

 Other arguments against the literary Canon are associated with attempts to dismantle 

“systemic oppression” while teaching (Torres, 2019). Such an argument begs the question of 

whether English literature studies are the place to argue about societal oppression and 

whether the people teaching such curricula are, in fact, correctly educated to be able to do so 

(Kirk, 1978). While “Dickensian” ideas address the concept of oppression, there is a bigger 

question as to whether English language study should be focused on English language or 

Critical Race Study and whether CRT can even educate or provide a foundation of superior 

knowledge to that provided by the Western Canon. 

 Biesta (2010) explores whether we should look at educational values before we seek 

to measure outcomes. In this examination of a “good education”, Biesta explores the topics of 

ethics, politics and democracy, noting that while educational measurement has increased, the 

reasoning behind what, how and why we measure educational outcomes is not addressed. In 

this, the author successfully argues that we need to define the values we seek to achieve 
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before we can start measuring education. Moreover, such an outcome requires democratic 

debate and not merely leaving decisions to bureaucrats. 

 Critical Race Theory is argued to counter the significant “salience of racism in 

schooling” (López, 2003, p. 68). Yet, such arguments are made under an Orwellian 

redefinition of racism that is outside of the understanding of the majority of the population 

(Leonardo, 2004). Cope and Kalantzis (1997, p. 283) reason that “the arguments of those 

attacking political correctness and defending the Canon are profoundly flawed”. The position 

presented in the paper is that those who agree with the foundations of Western culture are 

mere “dittoheads” who have no personal opinion or understanding because they agree that 

Western culture has value. 

Yet, such an argument is flawed. To state that people have no understanding of a topic 

because they agree with the majority undermines the foundations of democratic government. 

Furthermore, the claim that people are small-minded because they fail to accept the critical 

race and decolonialisation agenda does not provide evidence that these agendas are of value. 

Rather, it demonstrates that in a democratic system and society that the majority would prefer 

an alternative approach. Hence, the problem is creating an educational system based on the 

measurement of the agenda set by bureaucratic agencies (Poulson, 1996; Biesta, 2010, 2020). 

 The argument against using political discourse in a democratic society is flawed 

(Erman, 2009; Hopkin and Rosamond, 2018). As Biesta (2010) demonstrates, parents and 

students must have a voice within political society and are allowed to choose the outcomes to 

be measured. By integrating measurements of the level of integration and inclusiveness, 

bureaucratic systems allow for the capture of education by those with Marxist agendas, 

including individuals seeking to create race Marxism (Lindsay, 2022). Such an approach 
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undermines the very foundations of educational reform and leads to disparate outcomes that 

provide lower educational opportunities for those in disadvantaged communities (Sowell, 

1998). 

The Foundation of the Western Canon 

 As was demonstrated, it can be evidently seen that attacks that seek to undermine the 

value of the literary Canon are not based upon fact and logical argument (Harris, 1991). 

Rather, many of those making such claims seek to undermine rational thought (Battey, 2013). 

The argument as to whether inclusiveness and the concepts of Marxism and critical race 

theory are more important than the depth of education and the aesthetic value of literature is 

political (Sowell, 1995; Lindsay, 2022). Consequently, in a democratic society, such a 

decision should not be left to educational bureaucrats but rather decided through the existing 

democratic process. 

What Makes a “Good Education”? 

 Biesta (2010) introduces the need to create discourse around educational values. In an 

age of measurement, what we measure is itself important. Whilst it becomes simple to 

measure the outcomes of exams and to create methodologies to compare the progress of 

students against set guidelines, the difficult component that is being overlooked and bypassed 

is related to a bigger question. Why are we measuring? What are we seeking to achieve? 

What is the educational outcome that we are delivering? 

 In part, the educational questions are multifaceted and different individuals have 

different objectives. There are competing outcomes, and as with all economic variables, there 

are trade-offs. Unfortunately, if we give everything to everyone, we do it had a very shallow 
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depth with the allocation spread thin and very few people getting anything. So, the choice is 

one of what we teach in-depth, or should we even teach something in-depth or rather leave it 

such that people choose? Discussions around both the quality of education and the means of 

achieving accountability need first to bypass the bureaucratic and managerial concerns and 

address the deeper and harder questions that only democratic processes can find answers to. 

 These are questions of aims, ends and values. 

 In answering this question, it is necessary to equally ask and debate the question of 

what makes a good education but also to question what is education for. When we seek to 

raise standards and progressive outcomes, the question is, what standards and where are we 

going? Without answering these questions, we blindly flounder toward an unknown goal we 

measure our distance towards. The underlying and critical aspect of education is missing the 

why in measuring how or even comparing alternative school programs or schools against one 

another. 

 English philosopher David Hume saw this problem as ‘is and ought’ dichotomy 

(MacIntyre, 1969). This claim arises when a party to the argument makes a claim about what 

ought to be solely based on statements and evidence about what is. There are significant 

differences between positive statements (what is) and prescriptive or normative statements 

(what ought to be). No logical methods allow you to coherently move from descriptive 

statements to prescriptive ones. 

 Mahoney (2009) addressed this question in a query as to whether professional 

learning and teachers should integrate values within learning. In teaching the critical theory 

of relativist or subjective value, we undermine the ability of teachers to teach ethical norms. 

While many people are worried about the views others may hold of them and, as a 
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consequence, avoid discussions concerning “the negative effects of the fashionable claim that 

‘values are relative or subjective’” (Mahony, 2009, p. 983), this merely avoids discussing 

ethics leaving those who are teaching them to continue without debate or review. 

 Deciding on educational policy, we must make judgements as to what is educationally 

desirable. “‘Effectiveness’ is an instrumental value, a value that expresses something about 

the quality of processes and, more specifically, about their ability to bring about certain 

outcomes in a secure way” (Biesta, 2010, pp. 13–4). Biesta (2020, p. 89) extended the earlier 

debate on educational value and purpose. But, again, the core of education is a combination 

of qualification, socialisation, and subjectification. 

 Qualification references the vocational needs and the particular levels of achievement 

needed to qualify for a role. It is common to see researchers discuss the vocational and 

business needs of qualification (Benešová and Tupa, 2017) and detail the arguments 

surrounding the need for qualified employees in corporations or opine on the lack of qualified 

employees in particular future roles. In making these arguments, researchers discuss what 

Biesta (2010, pp. 15–9) refers to as “learnification”. 

 Arguments are presented around the changes in the industry and how manufacturing 

and digital systems will require new skills to be immediately implemented (Mourtzis et al., 

2018). Unfortunately, few researchers analyse the failed systems that are frequently 

promoted. Arguments about education concerning technological systems and the need to 

promote courseware (Fox and Patterson, 2012) have been developed by academics for 

decades. Yet, few return to report on the success of failed technologies. 

 Several decades ago, Kleinke (2000) complained about the use of taxpayer revenue in 

the attempts to create a universal healthcare Internet. Unfortunately, such a system still does 
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not exist. Further, the technologies promoted within the educational system associated with a 

system such as this are no longer used. Those individuals who joined educational programs to 

learn how to program Windows phones, JavaOS or even RSS feeds spent up to 4 years in 

educational programs that failed to provide any vocational benefit (Graeber, 2015). 

Bureaucrats are rarely, if ever, good at deciding innovation policy or picking winners in 

future technologies (Karlson, Sandström and Wennberg, 2021). Consequently, the arguments 

about qualification regimes and vocational training promoted by a business for short-term 

needs cannot be said to provide for the long-term needs of those within the educational 

system. 

 The preparation of individuals for employment needs to be addressed outside of the 

bureaucratic level of control and at a democratic or political level. Individuals, including 

those in education and their parents, need to make this decision. While businesses want the 

government to fund educational outcomes that may aid them in the short term, the training of 

basic skills is more successful in creating individuals with programming knowledge 

(Holvikivi, 2010). Moreover, such an approach needs to introduce fluency so the individual 

being educated can learn the skills that develop when needed. 

 The argument concerning the Western literary Canon would seem to some to be 

outside of qualification. Unless the individual happens to be training to be an English teacher, 

the argument can be presented that the Western Canon and canonical studies provide no 

foundation for qualifications in vocational training. However, as Hirschmann (2009) 

demonstrates, even in gender-based or class-based analyses of politics, the Western Canon is 

an essential component of understanding both “positive” and “negative” definitions of liberty. 
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 Consequently, students are disadvantaged when considering the underlying natures of 

culture discussed throughout society without attempting to understand the Western Canon. 

These qualifications extend to the ability to analyse, debate and engage in critical theorising 

about not only canonical works but also politics and policy. While it is arguable that there are 

non-canonical works within the English library, the ability to focus on cultural mythologies 

and to understand the foundations of Western society provide benefits. The arguments against 

privilege fail when it is understood that teaching Western Canon provides advantages. The 

argument against these advantages is merely to implement a system analogous to what Kurt 

Vonnegut (Vonnegut, 1962) warned against. 

 As such, the argument for qualification is not diminished. However, the Western 

Canon must be debated and not merely argued against by those seeking to implement the 

indigenisation of language (Vakunta, 2011). As Sowell (1998) contended, vernacular 

language undermines the level of achievement for minority groups and promotes racial 

stereotypes. Consequently, the argument against the literary Canon of post-modern authors 

(Mikkelson, 2009) fails. Further, it instructs people in a misguided idea that the quality of the 

work is less important than the political message. 

 Next, Biesta (2007, p. 25) referenced the educational goal of socialisation alongside 

the process of where we “insert newcomers into an existing order”. Socialisation can also be 

seen as part of the core component of citizenship education. This process educates “children 

and young people with the knowledge, skills and dispositions… that are essential for their 

citizenship” (Biesta, 2010, p. 23). Education of this type can also be referred to as the 

creation of the necessary foundational skill sets to enable individuals to explore their 

humanity (Lovlie, Mortensen and Nordenbo, 2003). 
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 Maintaining the status quo is generally considered a primary characteristic of 

socialisation (Adams et al., 2000; Harro, 2000). However, teaching the enlightenment values 

of liberal thought and freedom enables people to question the existing order and rationally 

and logically consider what might be better (Kymlicka, 2017). Such an approach does not 

require radical Marxist ideas of revolution (Sowell, 1989). Instead, the recipient of such an 

education learnt how to make economically viable changes. These are alterations to the 

problems that happen incrementally. This process incorporates learning how to test changes 

and, importantly, comes back to the question of values.  

 Before any such approach is taken, the student learning Western enlightenment values 

learns to ask why they are making change. Further, different values of freedom can be seen to 

exist. For example, those of Rousseau and Hegel form against very different social objectives 

(Neuhouser, 2009). Finally, the student learns to ask the difference between “freedom from” 

and “freedom to” (Okulicz-Kozaryn, 2014). While Fromm (2020) presented an argument that 

“freedom to” superseded the base of “freedom from”, it requires an educated analysis to 

understand that such an argument is flawed. In being free from totalitarian control, there is a 

very different understanding of freedom that writers such as De Tocqueville (1896) brought 

to global attention. 

 The “freedom to” is antithetical to the limits removed by “freedom from”. At the 

same time, it has been argued that “I am FREE FROM if I am no slave, and I am FREE TO if 

I am my own master.” (Okulicz-Kozaryn, 2014, p. 1009). However, this approach is flawed 

in that it fails to comprehend that each aspect of freedom is the polar opposite of the other. 

Being free to do something that a government allows is not being free (Sowell, 1989). It is 

only through a detailed analysis of the liberal arts that are derived through studies of the 

Western Canon that the student learns to determine these differences (Tubbs, 2014). 
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 But, socialisation is not all about understanding how people fit in. It is also about 

rational autonomy and the capacity to choose (Shell, 2009). To many in government, such an 

approach may seem counterintuitive. But, in creating a liberal society, we seek to create free 

but rational people (Rawls, 1988). This idea is that goodness is based upon rationality and 

that we can create a well-ordered and political society through socialising our youth. Such a 

system learns to integrate and listen to its citizens so that while majority groups hold the 

general sway, minorities are not overridden and unduly prosecuted (Fruhstorfer and Hudson, 

2022). 

 It requires an understanding of the political history and reasoning behind the 

constitutional protections (Griffith, 1979) that have been hard fought over centuries, the 

balance between majorities and minorities, and how this can best be achieved within society 

(Moyn, 2019). Socialisation teaches the youth in our society what constitutes being a “good 

citizen” (Biesta, 2010, p. 23) and doing this in a way that goes beyond the mere “inculcation 

of a particular set of political values and convictions”. Socialisation and citizenship education 

should “articulate the knowledge, skills and dispositions that students should acquire but also 

specifies what kind of citizen - and in relation to this, what type of person - they should 

become”. 

 Despite arguments from either side and to place the alternatives as either being based 

on “traditional education” or “progressive education” (Kalantzis and Cope, 2012), the correct 

approach to pedagogy should be to debate the differences and to allow a wide variety of 

alternatives. As a democratic society, leaving the choices to bureaucrats and not discussing 

these create a system that limits the freedom of people to decide on their future. Importantly, 

using words defines our perceptions (Hagberg, 2017). Therefore, in teaching students to be 



Cancelled: A Polemic on Education. 

Is the drive to change the Western Canon in ESL education and the introduction of vernacular 

texts about inclusive education or resentment, and how does the leadership of school bodies 

including headteachers influence this choice? 

 

39 
Student 510925677 

responsible and to look to the future, we must teach them to be optimistic (Komarov, 2020) 

and open to discussing new ideas. 

 The literary Canon aids in teaching the humanist ideas of humanity’s flaws and the 

beauty and strength we can all achieve (Scruton, 1989). Without this approach, socialising 

people merely leads to a form of disillusionment, and it is necessary to understand beauty to 

engage within themselves (Scruton, 2016). As Woolf contended, reading is a fundamental 

aspect of modern Western society, and to neglect the literary Western Canon is also to 

dispense with the most beautiful aspects of modern society. More importantly, however, 

through these works, we learn how to understand ourselves and, most importantly, what it 

means to be human. In failing to do so, we fail to understand the means to define how to let 

others into our “space” (Biesta, 2020) and to understand a common framework in which we 

can interact with the “other”. 

 Finally, in understanding the “grand narratives” of the enlightenment and 

emancipation (Biesta, 2020, p. 33), the student comes to appreciate the efforts that have gone 

into creating modern society. Rather than simply discarding the stories and narratives, the 

student learns the underlying mythology behind society and why these are important. In 

exploring the stories behind the Western Canon, a universal framework can be made that 

allows the student to develop so that they can explore the margins of philosophy (Derrida, 

1982). Further, the student is socialised through an understanding and common knowledge of 

the myths of society’s poetry (Edmundson, 1995). 

 Lastly, Biesta (2010) demonstrates that education incorporates the developing 

subjectification of the student’s identity (Stewart and Roy, 2014). Foucault (1982) defined a 

requirement to link one’s identity through conscience and self-knowledge. Through this, 



Cancelled: A Polemic on Education. 

Is the drive to change the Western Canon in ESL education and the introduction of vernacular 

texts about inclusive education or resentment, and how does the leadership of school bodies 

including headteachers influence this choice? 

 

40 
Student 510925677 

subjectification integrates the educational framework that allows the student to observe 

themselves, analyse their own identity, interpret what they see and recognise themselves, 

developing knowledge in “the way the subject experiences [her]self in a game of truth where 

[s]he relates to [her]self” (Foucault, 1996). 

 Bloom (2014) asserts that reading aesthetically pleasing works allows us to 

understand ourselves. The psychological and sociological interactions of the characters 

within the great books forming the literary Canon provide opportunities for learning 

ourselves. As we read and investigate the various tropes and themes presented within the 

stories, we also understand the narratives that have formed the foundations of modern 

Western society. More importantly, as a framework, we understand the distinctions that lead 

to understanding sovereignty and freedom and the consequences and duties of liberal society 

(Arendt, 1961). Critically, however, the Western Canon can aid in teaching the human 

condition (Arendt, 2013). 

 Further, many of the works within the literary Canon focus on concepts of eternity 

versus immortality and the fundamental aspect of the human condition, our mortality 

(Higgins, 2010). The stories cover a wide variety of perspectives, and in many cases, as with 

Dostoevsky (Scanlan, 2002), the writers are critical of the society they exist within. 

Therefore, in seeking to create a good education should ensure that we produce citizens who 

understand their role as part of political society and their rights as individuals. Despite the 

vast range of ideas that people in modern society hold, it is conceivable to contend that an 

effective education would lead to the inculcation of virtue and principles within the realms of 

economics and politics (Knight, 1951). 
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 When considering the Western Canon, it is essential to consider why this should be 

integrated into creating a “good education”. The question isn’t merely whether the Canon can 

be compared or whether reading for the sake of reading is something we need to teach. 

Bloom (2014) and Scruton (1989) have each argued the aesthetic quality of literature is a 

critical component of teaching people to enjoy reading. And as Virginia Woolf (1989) 

presented, the solitary activity of reading helps provide a bulwark against many of the 

negative aspects of modern life. In reading, we discover ourselves (Tobin, 1991). 

 The value and purpose of the Western Canon are to provide both an aesthetic 

understanding of Western literary culture and to enable a rational and critical analysis of 

political and social concepts within society (Bloom, 2014). While Marxist concepts have 

crept into the canonical and non-canonical debates around educational values (Guillory and 

Guillory, 1993), these assumptions of liberal pluralism demonstrate the underlying Orwellian 

nature (Orwell, 2021) of the argument against the Canon. 

As Olssen (1996, p. 340) ironically demonstrates in an argument against classical 

liberalism; 

 “classical liberalism represents a negative conception of state power and 

that the individual was to be taken as an object to be freed from the 

interventions of the state, neoliberalism has come to represent a positive 

conception of the state’s role in creating the appropriate market by 

providing the conditions, laws and institutions necessary for its operation. 

In classical liberalism, the individual is characterized as having an 

autonomous human nature and can practice freedom. In neoliberalism, the 
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state seeks to create an individual who is an enterprising and competitive 

entrepreneur”. 

 Such an approach follows the Marxist-Leninist idea of “freedom from” and “freedom 

to” (Fromm, 2020) that seeks to represent the state as a necessary replacement for liberal 

choice. While contentions concerning the ability of government to implement controls 

abound, the basic foundation of a democratic society is premised on free choice (Scharpf, 

1998; Noonan, 2006). In such a system, as Miller (2011, p. 172) notes, there are deeply 

political questions that need to be decided, including the ideology of the neoconservatives 

who seek traditional authority, pluralists who seek to implement wide diversity and inclusion 

without measuring moral values and others who seek pure educational outcomes. 

Conclusion 

 Jean Anouilh (apocryphally by William Shakespeare) reminds us that “The object of 

Art is to give life a shape” (Robertson, 1993, p. xi). Hirsch (2019, p. 66) provides significant 

evidence for the contention that to “withhold from disadvantaged students high-level material 

that is widely known to advantaged ones” amounts to very little and, at best, may be seen as 

“sanctimonious bullying”. When considering the effect of ideas and material within the 

literary Canon, it is also necessary to abandon the free is developmentally inappropriate and 

to not assume that children cannot handle certain material that will be readily available both 

on the Internet and via news sources. 

 As demonstrated throughout this chapter, education forms the foundational aspect of 

teaching freedom and the necessary components to ensure students can engage with their 

peers and present arguments to other social groups they may interact with. To develop high 

levels of skill and to allow children to develop requires that they are challenged. Setting age-
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appropriate material creates a scenario analogous to an Olympic runner who trains by 

sprinting against children. It is the challenge that helps us to develop and to bring out the best 

in each of us. While individuality means that some will excel in areas where others struggle 

to pass, equally, there are a variety of knowledge areas that are distributed throughout the 

population, and no one individual is equally gifted in all areas. 
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Chapter Three – Methodology 

 For the student to learn how to move through the corridors of power, it is necessary 

that the student understands the language of power. If we isolate our students and fail to 

challenge them, they will remain disadvantaged and unable to participate in a democratic 

society. 

Ontological and Epistemological Positioning  

 My ontological position (Ibrahim, 2017) is defined by an approach to realism 

tempered through rational analysis using scientific methodologies and logical analysis. My 

original background is quantitative and is based on mathematics and econometrics. However, 

this has been tempered through history, politics and theology studies. My method was based 

on a desire to capture the views, opinions and perspectives of the individuals being 

interviewed and to use these as a foundation for further research. 

 The head teachers interviewed were not provided with my background. This lack of 

information removed power issues that may apply because of my wealth and corporate 

position. This was done to minimise power discrepancies or perceived power differentials 

and to allow me to remain an outsider engaged in research from the University. I saw no issue 

of race or ethnicity in any interviewer effects (Holbrook, Johnson and Krysan, 2019). 

The Context of the Study 

 The study has focused on providing an understanding of the views of leadership in a 

selected group of schools. While a study of four schools is not definitive, understanding 

individuals within a wide range of educational environments provides the context to assess 



Cancelled: A Polemic on Education. 

Is the drive to change the Western Canon in ESL education and the introduction of vernacular 

texts about inclusive education or resentment, and how does the leadership of school bodies 

including headteachers influence this choice? 

 

45 
Student 510925677 

the differences in perspective against the educational environment. The study incorporated 

the interview of the educational leadership in one English public school (paid private 

education), one rural Welsh school and two inner London high schools. 

 The principals interviewed were questioned on the benefits and criticisms associated 

with the western literary Canon. While the use of vernacular texts and the concept of 

inclusive education was structured as a polemic asking whether the introduction of inclusivity 

and equity is derived based on concepts of resentment (Meltzer and Musolf, 2002; Balcomb, 

2021), the structure of the interviews was maintained in a neutral focus to engage the 

individuals in leadership in explanations of why they choose the English language structure 

that they have promoted within their schools.  

Where this cannot be changed (such as due to legislative requirements), the educational 

leader was allowed to express their feelings concerning the curriculum and their freedom to 

interact with this. The interviews provided a binary response. Those within the more 

marginalised schools all exhibited arguments against the literary Canon and argued for both 

equity and inclusiveness. The principal of the English private school provided arguments for 

learning the Canon and the need to understand society. These arguments were couched 

against the need to create leadership and develop the skill sets to enable those coming 

through the school to be politically active. 

 In exploring the study, the questions of inclusivity and social mobility were 

questioned against the use of traditional English language texts and the Western Canon as 

measured against alternatives, including supposedly inclusive methodologies provided by 

alternative organisations such as #DisruptTexts. The differential between the various school 

leaders was measured and compared to published outcomes (Wilson and Piebalga, 2008; 
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Prior et al., 2021; Zysberg and Schwabsky, 2021). The result of this study was a differential 

break between schools considered to be for wealthy students (James, Boden and Kenway, 

2022) and that of marginalised regions (Baars, 2021; Billingham and Irwin-Rogers, 2021). 

Logic of Inquiry 

 This research combines a polemical approach to educational issues in discussing the 

Western literary Canon and the need for a common curriculum with various educational 

leaders. The methodology has been selected to capture a differential approach currently 

conducted between schools seeking individualistic education (Hirsch, 2019) and that of a 

public school that maintains teaching within the Western Literary Canon (Bloom, 2014). 

 The interview of head teachers will provide information as to the views and values 

associated with the changes in the curriculum and the push to remove the Western literary 

Canon. This approach integrates a preliminary study of a small number of head teachers from 

a wide range of educational environments within the UK. Such an approach can form the 

foundation for further follow-up studies. 

 The interview and analysis were structured to gain insight into the views of head 

teachers. As Biesta (2010) contended, the underlying value system behind why we measure 

forms a large component of any evaluation system. Consequently, understanding why 

educational leaders do not choose to promote the Western Literary Canon in English 

language studies and, at times, why they see this as less valuable is an essential part of the 

research. Chapter 4 includes the results of the interviews. 

 These results show a bias against the Literary Canon in free schools within the UK 

compared with a strong bias toward teaching the literary Canon in public schools. While it is 
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possible to determine that schools have started teaching alternative literature outside the 

traditional Canon, the reasoning behind this requires interviewing educational leadership 

(Denzin, 2008). Importantly, the ability to produce reliable and replicable information in 

qualitative studies (Aguinis and Solarino, 2019) is a critical component of the scientific 

method. 

 While this study has been limited, the questions presented to head teachers can also be 

extended to a wider range of educational leaders and interviews with teachers and department 

heads. In addition, the documentation of each question and the structure utilised allows this 

research to be replicated and for the same questions to be asked across a wider range of 

environments and to capture the underlying sentiments of those in leadership roles 

(Ashkanasy and Dorris, 2017).  

Research Setting and Participants 

 The study was conducted over a remote video communication channel. The choice of 

participants was partially selected to ensure a diverse range of sources. Following the process 

documented by Rabionet (2011), a semi-structured interview was chosen to build trust and 

narrow down the areas to be addressed in the discussion while equally opening opportunities 

to allow those being interviewed to bring their own life experience and perspective to their 

reply. 

Methods and Procedures for Data Collection 

 A semi-structured interview offers a method to capture everyday situations and to 

have people talk openly while building trust with the researcher. This more open form of 

interview allows the participant to share stories and aids in capturing the voice of the person 
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as they explain their own life experience and position (Denzin, 2008, pp. 115–60). However, 

unstructured interviews risk not eliciting the main topics or themes under consideration in the 

research. Equally, a fully structured interview can limit the ability to build trust between 

parties and minimise the introduction of life experiences and stories the interviewee tells 

(Denzin, 2008). 

 The four schools were selected to have a range of demographics and socio-economic 

participation. In selecting one school from Wales, one high-end public school and two inner-

city London schools in different regions (one with a high migrant base and one with a more 

traditional English perspective), the ability to capture geographic and demographic disparities 

(Parolin and Lee, 2021) was conducted along the lines of existing school cohort studies 

(Prevoo and ter Weel, 2015). Further, following the Covid-19 pandemic and the high rates of 

school closures (Parolin and Lee, 2021), the differential attitudes to education that were held 

by your leadership could be compared. 

 The targeted population interviewed was limited due to the constraints of the research 

and formed a comprehensive preliminary study. Consequently, the selection was conducted 

semi-random after the particular type of environment was selected. The individual choices 

were loaded as follows, and a random algorithm selected the school from each list: 

1. Welsh rural schools. The population of the area needed to be under 50,000 people. 

2. Public schools. The selection was based on a list compiled of the top 100 boarding 

schools by A-levels, and the results were randomly selected from the schools with 

a result of over 60.1 

 
1 See https://www.ukuni.net/articles/top-uk-100-boarding-schools-levels-results 
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3. A list of London schools with at least 30% immigrant participation was created, 

and one school from that list was randomly chosen. 

4. A list of London schools with under 15% immigrant participation and an average 

parent income of under £30,000 was collated, and a single school was randomly 

selected. 

 One public school headmaster was approached but declined the interview. 

Subsequently, a second school was selected, and that Head Teacher accepted the interview. 

This provided a set of four individuals who agreed to the semi-structured interview, which 

was conducted online using Zoom. The interviews started with a semi-structured discussion 

of the school before the main questions were provided in the next chapter we discussed in 

detail (See Chapter 4). Finally, the interview ended with a general discussion on the research 

and the likely timeframe for publication. 

 Although the educational background and attainment of each head teacher were 

discussed, this has not been incorporated into this research. Likewise, the analysis of each 

educational leader within each school is outside the scope of this research exercise. 

Consequently, so that the individuals maintain privacy, no publication of the educational 

attainment, age or gender of the participants has been incorporated into this document. 

 Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the interviews were completed over Zoom. 

Unfortunately, this methodology has drawbacks (Joshi et al., 2020). Whereas some 

researchers have noted that there are benefits, including reduced costs (Oliffe et al., 2021), 

the ability to interact with people directly is diminished. In addition, the inability to interact 

with the other individual directly may lead to missed or unobserved body language and other 

cues. 
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 Initial recruitment occurred quickly, with only one rejection. The small number of 

participants and the ability to hold the meeting remotely over zoom made data collection 

simple and provided opportunities for each person in the study to read the required 

documentation and agree to the interview. The interview was conducted as a one-on-one 

approach to simulate a face-to-face interview as closely as possible. Each interview was 

conducted over a 20 to 30-minute period. 

 Only the audio component was given to the transcription service. The transcription 

service was not given the names of the people interviewed, and the transcription was based 

solely on the audio component of the zoom calls. Each transcription was re-read and 

validated against the original zoom interview after it was returned. The quality of the zoom 

call was good, with very little choppiness allowing for a high-quality transcription. 

Methods and Procedure of Data Analysis 

 The people being interviewed were allowed to respond in an open-ended manner. The 

use of zoom allowed for the audio and video recording with a click button provided to the 

interviewee to ensure that they agreed to the meeting recording. The respondents were also 

given a five-point Likert-type (Joshi et al., 2015) response format to indicate how strongly 

they felt about each topic. The interview transcript was professionally transcribed verbatim 

using a third-party provider so that rigorous analysis could be maintained. 

 The Likert test (see Fig. 4.1 x) was analysed using SPSS. The five questions in the 

Likert test are presented in the next chapter. The answers provided match the responses of 

those interviewed and reinforce the views demonstrated during the interview. The interview 

was analysed using Maxqda. This software is an all-in-one thematic analysis platform that 
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provides coding, lexical search and enhanced analysis tools (Kuckartz and Rädiker, 2019). 

Enabled simplified transcript coding. 

 Using thematic analysis allows for discovering overarching themes within documents 

or interviews (Gizzi and Rädiker, 2021). Through this process, the primary themes being 

expressed by the head teachers can be analysed. In addition, the values behind the decisions 

can be analysed by extending the process to capture the underlying reasons. In this research, 

it is clear that each of the head teachers means well, but the implementation of strategies that 

are not discussed and the implementation of values that may be different to the mainstream 

community can lead to educational disparity and resentment (Biesta, 2020). Therefore, it is 

necessary to capture why each head teacher holds their views and implement a strategy based 

on promoting or rejecting the Western Literary Canon. 

 The coding of values was completed using the methodology presented by DeCuir-

Gunby, Marshall and McCulloch (2011). This process incorporates the specific steps that will 

create a codebook allowing for the coding of interview data in a rigorous process-driven 

manner. In addition, this provides a methodology that allows for a theory and data-driven 

code to open the discussion of topics to provide an understanding of values and reasons. Most 

importantly, as the authors note, this process allows for establishing reliability. 

Ethical Issues 

 This study involved conducting interviews with head teachers in secondary schools in 

Britain. The research followed BERA Guidelines 2018. Approaching the ethical concerns 

surrounding any qualitative research involving students requires that ethical norms are 

followed and adhered to. Therefore, before this research started and the interview process, the 

research questions and methodology were submitted to the University of Brunel Research 
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Ethics Committee (REC). In addition, the COVID-19 pandemic required that human 

participants be interviewed remotely, conducted through Microsoft teams and Zoom 

interviews. The Ethics approval is copied in the Appendix. 

 The participants in the study were given the approval letter and the risk assessment 

details (see Appendix A, B). In addition, each participant was informed that the interview 

would be recorded and that their name would not be presented in the research output. Finally, 

the participants were supplied with an informed consent document based on the BREO 

template provided by the University. The recruitment process was targeted with head teachers 

from four different high schools selected and contacted manually. 

 Cohen et al. (2017) declare that ethics are situated within context. These specific 

contexts include social, political, institutional, cultural and personal realms in which 

researchers need to apply ethical principles and act within an ethical guideline may be 

followed that ensures that the people interviewed are treated with respect and that the process 

manages the contentious and often problematic issues of privacy and data collection. Given 

the sensitive nature of research within educational environments, it becomes more critical 

that the process is built upon ethical principles. 

 As per the requirement under the University rules and the recommendations set by 

Cohen et al. (2017, p. 124), participants were informed that the video chat would be recorded 

and were notified that the recording would be destroyed without keeping information 

concerning their identity following the transcription of the interview. In addition, the 

participants were informed that interviews would be used in published material. Informed 

consent documented any potential negative outcomes and suitable risks, and this was 
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considered minimal as the interview was to be conducted remotely without any necessity to 

visit the campus. 

 The participants were not incentivised through any financial reward. However, 

participants were allowed to have a copy of the final dissertation sent to them and were 

invited to ask questions regarding any aspect of the research or process they were uncertain 

of. In addition, each of the four people interviewed was allowed to discuss the informed 

consent process, and no individual was pressured to participate in the study. All participants 

had been contacted and given the ethics committee letter and the consent form. No participant 

chose to withdraw consent. 

Conclusion 

 The methodology presented allowed for the analysis of the underlying views and 

values held by each of the four head teachers interviewed. In addition, the process has been 

made as repeatable and replicable as possible. Each of the questions is listed in the next 

section with the responses. From these, it is possible to repeat the exercise and comparably 

develop a codebook to deliver similar results (DeCuir-Gunby, Marshall and McCulloch, 

2011). 

 The use of Maxqda software to analyse the interviews provides a methodology that is 

contextually accurate while also meaningful and with the capacity to calculate themes’ 

impact. In qualitative research, creating methodologies and processes that add reliability is 

essential. This process allows for the circular coding process (DeCuir-Gunby, Marshall and 

McCulloch, 2011, p. 139), where code development and coding feedback into the literature 

research and theory. Most importantly, this process is easily replicable and may be conducted 

in subsequent interviews by other researchers to validate the investigation. 
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 This process aims to develop theory-driven codes (DeCuir-Gunby, Marshall and 

McCulloch, 2011, pp. 141–3). By engaging in this process, the researcher comes to know the 

perspectives of the interviewees and captures the underlying theory and values behind the 

decisions made by those individuals. This iterative process captures the comparative 

perspectives of the interview subjects and enables the modelling of relationships to be 

captured through codes. 
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Chapter Four – Findings and Analysis 

 Woolf (1989) imagines the world that can be achieved if we all had a room of our 

own to read and write. The expression of genius takes more than merely the ability to watch 

but also the experience of an effort to see and understand the works of others. Not works that 

are being distributed because they are contemporary to the reader’s time but rather the 

greatest ideas through human history. 

 A primer developed using a simple Likert test (Joshi et al., 2015) was provided before 

each participant engaged in the semistructured interview. The following section presents the 

Likert scale questions and the interview results in detail. The thematic structure (Braun and 

Clarke, 2012) of the results is documented further in the section with the strong correlation 

between the results in the Likert scale and the interview separating the four schools into two 

classes of the grammar school with a leader that believes strongly in the Western Canon 

(Bloom, 2014) and traditional learning techniques against the remaining schools who each 

oppose both traditional learning and the Western Canon. 

 The study was conducted through interviews with school principals. Four school 

principals were interviewed. The selection included one English public school, one regional 

school in Wales and two inner London schools in impoverished areas. First, the analysis of 

questions is compared against each of the responses from a series of semi-structured 

interviews. Then, using techniques of thematic analysis (Guest, MacQueen and Namey, 2011; 

Braun and Clarke, 2012, 2019), the responses are coded and analysed to identify the common 

themes, topics and ideas that come up repeatedly in discussions of education (Xu and 

Zammit, 2020). 
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Likert Scale Questions 

 The participants are clustered with the grammar school results diametrically opposed 

to all other schools. Clustering the grammar school against all other schools, a student’s t-test 

(de Winter, 2013) for the overall group and the collated results from more questions returns a 

t-value of 5.4935. The p-value is .000132. The result is significant at p < .05. This 

demonstrates a significant difference between the grammar school and the other schools in 

the question and answers. There are no significant differences between any of the other 

schools. 

 The results of the interview are displayed in Figure  4.1. From this image, we can see 

the differentiated results. These can also be demonstrated by analysing each question 

individually. 

 

Figure 4.1:  Likert questionnaire results. This 
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 While visually discernible, it is also statistically noted that the schools cluster into two 

response types. The grammar school responds one way, and the other schools respond in a 

way analogous to each other. The similarities between each school other than the grammar 

school are statistically insignificant. The results of the Likert test reflect the results provided 

from the semistructured interview below. The questions posed to each individual are listed in 

the following section. 

Questions 

1. What are the perceived benefits and criticisms associated with the Canon? 

2. What are the benefits of working with the classics in the ESL educational program? 

3. What benefits do people perceive in removing the Classics? 

4. What are the policy considerations associated with teaching ESL using the Canon, 

and 

5. What policy considerations are associated with alternatives such as #disrupttexts? 

6. What leadership considerations are addressed by headteachers in supporting or 

rejecting the Western Canon? 

 The purpose of these questions was to elicit the values and perspectives of the 

individual interviewed regarding the traditional English language curricula. The four schools 

are listed below in the following table, referencing the grade ranking in a range. This is done 

to ensure that the school remains anonymised. The levels are set to a 5% range referencing A 

levels at (A* - A). 



Cancelled: A Polemic on Education. 

Is the drive to change the Western Canon in ESL education and the introduction of vernacular 

texts about inclusive education or resentment, and how does the leadership of school bodies 

including headteachers influence this choice? 

 

58 
Student 510925677 

 The release of the A-level results allowed the grades for 2022 to be assessed. This 

metric is a general assessment and is focused beyond English language study. The data 

presented is correlational, and it is important to note that the head teachers’ attitude towards 

the Western Canon in this sample cannot be attributed to a causal result. That is, the head 

teachers like or dislike the Western Canon, and traditional forms of English language 

teaching are separate and have not been tested to demonstrate causality (Granger, 1980). 

Table 4.1: 2022 skill results based on A level 

School classifier A*-A Likert Mean 

Grammar school 80-85 4.7 

Inner London school 60-65 2.0 

Rural Welsh school 40-45 1.7 

East London school 70-75 2.0 

 The responses to each of the questions have been included below. In addition, each of 

the four headteachers is incorporated separately. The interview has been edited to remove any 

general free flow communication between the participant and researcher, leaving only the 

reported areas most closely aligned to the topic. Small talk and discussions of areas outside 

the primary topic have not been reported. 

Person one:  Grammar School 

The prose is beautiful and inspiring, covering timeless ideas of 

psychological knowledge and character development and analysis. 

Students develop an idea of history and how society has developed across 

time, giving them a deeper understanding and connection to the society 
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they are in and an understanding of the processes used in defining society 

and politics. 

Over time, the language changes to capture different ideas and understand 

the cultural aspects of the society they live within now. In examining work 

such as those by Chaucer, the student can see the different attitudes of 

people from distant times and understand that many stereotypes are wrong 

and that people have the same psychological foundations of knowledge, 

and the characters may be similar to people they know. 

More importantly, the references in books, movies and even news create 

allusions that people will not understand without the cultural references 

and background information. For example, ideas such as Machiavellian 

leaders are best understood in discussing politics by reading the original 

reference work. We want our students to be politically active and to express 

their individuality, which requires teaching them how to interact with the 

very human ideas expressed through the liberal arts. 

When students cannot understand the references made to the classics, they 

run the risk of not being able to participate in political conversations or in 

understanding events happening within the global environment. 

The teaching of the canonical works is most critical for marginalised 

students and those from overseas. In addition, disseminating cultural 

literacy through these works ensures that the student can navigate the 

culture of the country they have come into. 
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The availability and depth of lesson plans and the amount of discourse 

around the classics open opportunities for critical analysis of the works 

that are not available in your or less widely known texts. 

If we are to teach our students to become the future leaders, they need to 

understand the foundations of modern history and culture. 

Authors such as T.S. Eliot adhered to rather radical and risky beliefs in 

their own time, even though they are considered traditional and 

conservative today. Nevertheless, understanding the magnificent poetry of 

authors such as Elliott allows students to develop critical thinking skills 

and understand the Anglican tradition and the foundations of modern 

political societies. Without this understanding, our students would be 

disadvantaged compared to others. 

Reading some of the greatest timeless works opens a window into the 

deepest expressions of the human spirit. Of course, those authors get many 

things wrong, and we can disagree with them, but equally, this provides 

students with an opportunity to engage critically and to reflect upon the 

aspects of society they want to promote. 

An important aspect of canonical works is the amount of disagreement 

between authors. Therefore, students who read these works will understand 

the various arguments for and against political concepts, including 

democracy. In this process, the student learns how to engage with different 

forms of rhetoric to build their voice. For example, in reading Cicero’s 
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works, students understand the depth of political dialogue and how this can 

help them create an argument that people will listen to. 

 

Person two:   Inner London School 

There are multiple contemporary works of literature that the students will 

find much more relevant to their existing studies. 

The difficulty of most of the classical texts and the difference in language 

often alienates students, resulting in them disengaging more. 

Books like The Hunger Games capture the students’ imagination far more 

than many of the classics. 

The message in these works is already propagated throughout social 

media, television and religious organisations. Unfortunately, the 

government and legal system promote these ideas and teaching this form of 

citizenship does little to help our students. 

Close reading of selected passages allows everyone to concentrate on the 

same ideas and to explore the same passages from the text. By selecting 

examples from some of the classics covering topics that we want to explore, 

we can accomplish far more with our students than if we were to read the 

whole text. This also gives a small room in the curriculum to read more 

diverse material. 
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By comparing texts, the student can learn more about the similarities and 

differences in each work. There are comparisons to be made between works 

such as Pride and Prejudice and more modern works that the students will 

enjoy, including Bridget Jones’s Diary. 

When we do teach our students texts that are required by the government 

departments, we try to read them under a different perspective. For 

instance, how would an African-American character respond if they were a 

character in this book? 

The Western Canon leads students to believe that straight white male 

voices have more privilege and power than others and that these are the 

only ones that count. By not incorporating other works, we send a message 

that straight white males are more talented and deeper thinkers than 

anyone else. This teaches people to discount other cultures. 

The Canon passes on concepts of cultural capital that are often outdated. 

In teaching these works, we miss opportunities to introduce more 

progressive ideas of diversified culture and to integrate students into truly 

multicultural concepts. To build a globally connected world, we need to 

have people understand one another. 

Many of our students come from an Islamic heritage. To teach them works 

that denigrate their culture and promote Christianity as being right would 

not allow them to express themselves. Most of our students are too 

preoccupied to read works in depth. The level of engagement we are trying 
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to achieve is important, and if we focused on the Literary Canon, fewer 

students would be completing their studies. 

Most of our students have little interest in studying complex literature and 

are better applied to learning how to write business and technical 

documents. When they complete their schooling, they will not continue in 

English language studies, and the students need vocational skills that 

employers value. 

 

Person three:  Rural Welsh School 

The time necessary for struggling students to understand the archaic 

language in the classics is wasted. 

If we assign these texts, the student is going to require that we spend our 

day reading to them and explaining, and it is likely that they will fail to 

engage. 

While some students enjoy reading and would see the benefit in classical 

literature, the majority of the school would find learning these works 

difficult. It is not possible to have different programs, and it wouldn’t be 

fair to the majority of students to have some pupils learning different 

lessons from others. In addition, the funding isn’t available to implement 

different teaching programs. 
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I don’t believe that the time needed to truly understand these works is 

particularly productive for students who are learning both Welsh and 

English and who are struggling to become proficient in both. 

In teaching our students, we want to give them an introduction to a wide 

range of genres. If we can introduce different teaching materials that will 

entertain them at the same time, we can introduce diverse reading types 

such as dystopian genres. By having anthologies of short stories, we could 

more effectively have the students come to understand the concept we’re 

trying to teach than through trying to read far more difficult books like 

Fahrenheit 451 or a Brave New World. 

When different types of media are available, the student can use podcasts, 

social media and even film to supplement and reinforce the themes they are 

learning. 

We try and integrate current events with what is being learned and read in 

literature. By integrating global events, we can link this to the stories in a 

way that engages the student and has them discussing current affairs. 

The Canon is a throwback to the distant past. Its works are based on 

attitudes of those people who had different sexual preferences and who 

supported war and empire. 

It’s important that we engage with our students. The difficulty posed in 

understanding outdated forms of writing merely compounds the problems 

in teaching and leads to many students disengaging from the curriculum. 
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Our role is to ensure that students successfully complete their year twelve 

education and, where possible, give them a pathway into university. 

Most of our students struggled to complete high school. So in making the 

study more difficult, it’s just more likely to lose more students. Moreover, 

the level of funding does not extend to having more teachers, so we can 

segregate students into different levels of classes. Even if we could, 

however, that segregation just promotes hierarchies and teaches students 

that they are not equal. 

 

Person four:  East London School 

It is difficult to see how these works are really universal. The ideas 

presented in the classics stem from a narrow slice of history and a form of 

culture that has little diversity and which has been associated with 

extensive oppression. 

The Canon is Eurocentric propaganda promoted by old white males. Not 

only are these works hetero normative, but they are grounded in aspects of 

cultural oppression that seek to promote educational goals and 

environments that create a narrow identity based on colonial ideas. 

These works ignore the needs of our diverse range of students. Most of our 

students are not white and come from impoverished families. These families 

are not going to appreciate stories of wealthy oppressive Europeans 

creating a capitalist society that undermines the drive for equality. 
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This is literature that goes back centuries. It’s writing from a time when 

people believe [sic] that slavery was okay. 

The classics like diversity and the key aspects of multiculturalism. If we are 

going to teach our children to be part of a modern society, we need to give 

them a balanced education. Students learning the classics are not going to 

survive in this world, and those of colour from low-income families might 

be able to navigate the world the classics promote. 

The classics fail to teach the students about the culture of power that exists 

in our world. If we don’t teach them how to struggle against the existing 

system, it might be possible for our students to gain power and control in 

their own lives. 

Multicultural reading lists need to make room to incorporate marginalised 

people and voices. If we don’t incorporate works from those in the margin, 

such as gay writers, the oppressed, African people and those from outside 

groups, we’re going to routinely exclude them from the core curriculum. 

The question to ask when exploring these works is associated with whose 

privileges are being expressed and which stereotypes are being enforced. 

Some of the diverse writers we see today will be classics in 100 years. By 

teaching our students these works now, we are giving them an advantage. 

The “great books” simply crystallise old concepts. People like Bloom who 

promote the Canon are not representative of society. As a wealthy white, 

educated male, these people seek to retain their privilege. 
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Teaching colonial ideas goes against many of the values we seek to instil in 

our students. Unfortunately, there is far too much of a tendency to overlook 

the contributions of non-European and nonwhite peoples, and reading 

these books continues to propagate some of the worst themes of 20th-

century culture. 

The Thematic Analysis of Interviews 

 Distinct divisions between the themes expressed by the head teachers exist. However, 

each aligns directly with the results presented in the Likert table. The distinction represented 

abide between hope and optimism and trust in power. The interview subject from a UK 

public school represented the concept of power that needed to be learned and understood. 

Rather than power being something to be quashed, it is something that all students should 

learn to harness themselves. 

 The head teacher at the public school emphasised the need for students to be 

politically active and to express their individuality. This form of education is argued to allow 

students a path to identifying Machiavellian leaders and participating in political 

conversations. Mostly, this person notes that students risk being excluded when they cannot 

understand the literary references made to the classics and Canon. Importantly, this individual 

held that marginalised students and those from overseas learn to navigate the culture they 

have moved into using these works. 

 Overall, the themes presented by the public school head teacher are aligned with 

traditional values and the development of each student’s political voice. The argument is 

presented that a student needs to be challenged to develop critical skills and learn how to hold 

their own in society. By learning the past and the traditions shared across society, it is argued 
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that the student will become capable of leading others and making decisions that will 

empower them. 

 The theme of inclusivity is not mentioned expressly. The discussions of how 

marginalised students can integrate into higher society conceptualise diversity and social 

mobility. Whereas educational researchers have discussed concepts of equity pedagogy 

(McGee Banks and Banks, 1995) and have gone as far as to discuss forms of social 

stratification under the guise of critical race theory and inclusivity (Ortiz and Jani, 2010), the 

highest performing school adheres to traditional pedagogy. 

 The result delivered by the grammar school is the development of individuals who are 

educated to fit into corporate and political society. While this statement is debatable and the 

nature of political society may be argued, the number of students accepted into top 

universities, achieving high A-Levels and moving into corporate positions is not. The ability 

to choose is a key underlying aspect of freedom (Foster, 2011). Analogously, adding 

responsibility aids in achieving this end (Douglass, 2020). 

 The goal to capture and engage students is laudable. However, the concept that 

students will disengage and hence should not be challenged should be discouraged (Hirsch, 

2019). While it seems reasonable to state that difficult texts will discourage students, simple 

texts, including graphic novels that are read as comic books, fail to provide the necessary 

challenge to develop the students as competition drives the athlete (Amis et al., 2018).  

 Kirk (1978) noted that there are different forms of education, and the outcomes will 

always be attributable to the values and goals associated with the learning style and 

pedagogy. However, in failing to take a stance and believing that values may be relative 

rather than absolute, the educationalist no longer compares and contrasts different aspects of 
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culture and society or even the educational process but leaves all in a mixing pot of possible 

ideas (Ferdman, 2010). Such an approach is difficult because some concepts are better than 

others, and truth does exist. It is the job of the researcher and educational leader to find the 

best of what works and to apply it (Marzano, Waters and McNulty, 2001). 

 Education should create individuals who are open to learning and capable of engaging 

with society and being part of the political culture they live in (Biesta, 2007). While the 

second group of schools (those not the grammar school) undoubtedly show deep care and 

empathy toward their student’s future, the focus is more on a progressive path to changing 

and experimenting without looking at what works. For instance, developing a self and 

identity that is part of political society and can engage with the existing elite is not considered 

desirable. Yet, this is not a choice given to the parents or the students. 

 The school leadership claims the best for the student but does not leave that choice to 

them. In many ways, this creates a paternalistic rather than an inclusive democratic system. 

The assumption has already been put in place that the students cannot handle the more 

difficult works within the Western Literary Canon, and hence the opportunity is not even 

provided. Such an approach further isolates the student and teaches them to understand a 

place in society rather than believing that they can strive to be anything they wish or, even if 

they can’t, they can at least try (Sowell, 1995). 

 Falsely attributing ideas to older texts is, in many cases, erroneous but, more 

importantly, fails to open up the opportunities for discussion that need to be addressed within 

classes. For example, to dismiss the literary Canon because “The Canon is a throwback to the 

distant past. Its works are based on attitudes of those people who had different sexual 
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preferences and who supported war and empire” (Rural Walsh School) ignores the many 

works that are manifestly written in opposition to war. 

 Further, claiming that “The Canon passes on concepts of cultural capital that are often 

outdated” (Inner London School) ignores how other elite schools are teaching these principles 

and that this grows a divide between members of society. More importantly, this is a moral 

value judgement that is not within the bailiwick of a school educator or leader. These political 

issues must be discussed through open discourse in a rational debate and diplomatic forum. 

Such decisions need to be applied across society so that benefits are distributed based on the 

choices of all stakeholders. 

 These results show a bias against the Literary Canon in free schools within the UK 

compared with a strong bias toward teaching the literary Canon in public schools. While it is 

possible to determine that schools have started teaching alternative literature outside the 

traditional Canon, the reasoning behind this requires interviewing educational leadership 

(Denzin, 2008). Importantly, the ability to produce reliable and replicable information in 

qualitative studies (Aguinis and Solarino, 2019) is a critical component of the scientific 

method. 

Conclusion 

 The definition of words matters. 

 Inclusivity and multiculturalism in different things to different people. Suppose the 

definition is not agreed upon, and people do not take the time to understand the underlying 

meaning applied to these value-laden terms. In that case, the end is that individuals start 

talking at cross purposes. In each group, the head teacher saw their student needing guidance 
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towards achieving a societal place. Each saw the need to develop inclusivity and incorporate 

a range of options to provide the student with future choices. 

 The distinction is in what each of these options means. For example, the grammar 

school saw the development of the ability to learn new ideas and to understand the 

terminology used within elite society as requiring an understanding of culture and the ability 

to feel confident when engaging with a range of individuals, including those who are 

politically more endowed. Such an approach also gives a student confidence to ask for a 

promotion or arrays later in life (Stake, DeVille and Pennell, 1983). 

 More importantly, in a highly interconnected world, students cannot fail to know the 

difference between what they are learning and what others in more exclusive schools are 

doing. The challenge of completing a difficult task helps promote resilience and intrinsic 

motivation (Deci et al., 1991). The assumption that students will barely pass likely leads to 

the result where they don’t. Students need to be challenged. It is also critical for them to 

understand and discuss the issues posed within the Western literary Canon. Merely stating 

that we should be seeking equality does not deliver it.  

 Further, equality does not and cannot exist. The reason I say this is simple. None of us 

is the same. Therefore, to develop the full potential of every student, we need to understand 

they are all different (Maxwell, 1995). The students in the less traditional and changing 

progressive education system are not doing as well as those in the traditional system that 

people continue to pay large amounts of money to attend. The concept of progressive 

education has done one thing. It has created an experiment where those with wealth can 

exclude themselves from the experiment creating a control. 
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 As Hirsch (2019) established, using evidence from a variety of countries and by 

analysing the changes to educational pedagogy over the last fifty years, the move to 

individualised education and the constantly updating of learning material has not produced 

better outcomes and has consistently lowered the level of education that is being delivered. 

Further, while it is argued that “there is far too much of a tendency to overlook the 

contributions of non-European and nonwhite peoples, and reading these books continues to 

propagate some of the worst themes of 20th-century culture (East London School), this is a 

choice that should be left to the parents and political process and not to the head teacher. 

 If the educational leadership was achieving superior results and outperforming the 

existing public school system, such an attitude of needing to progress at all costs has also left 

an environment where educational leadership is willing to change the curriculum even if it 

leads to lower results (Stanlis and Kirk, 2018). But importantly, teaching methodology, 

because you aim for a world of utopian bliss rather than reality which “just promotes 

hierarchies and teaches students that they are not equal” (Rural Welsh School), neglects the 

two primary characteristics of humanity that, in this case, are most important. 

 Humans are hierarchical creatures. This fact has built upon differences in psychology 

and animal dynamics (Chase et al., 2002). While seeking to implement a large number of 

groups with linear hierarchies is beneficial in some instances, creating complex social 

interaction is an integral part of human life. For example, differences in age, attributes and 

educational attainment all lead to hierarchical differences. Moreover, the same individual can 

have different hierarchical levels within different social roles. To wish away human 

psychology and evolution is something not available to the conscientious and rational 

educational leader. 
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 While people can set structures and rights such that we are equal under the law, we 

are not all equal and nor should we aim to be. To do so leads to the world of Kurt Vonnegut 

(1962). That of Harrison Bergeron and the handicapper general. Equality is not a goal that we 

should seek. The only path to equality is to take those who are gifted and destroy the gift. 

Instead, education should build the optimal level of excellence and achievement that the 

student can hope to attain.  

 Then it’s to tell them to push further. 
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Chapter Five – Conclusion 

 The road to perdition is long, wide and paved well. It is covered with a means not to 

have potholes and for everybody to travel without a rush. Yet, it is also the root of 

progressive policy and change. Yet, the educational researcher seems to focus on their career 

and what they can achieve at the student’s expense (Sowell, 1995, 1998; Hirsch, 2019). 

 It seems that some teachers and leadership confound education and equality. In nearly 

every polemic calling for the removal of the Western literary canon and the disruption of the 

text, the outcome is always given as equality (Biesta, 2007). However, a preliminary analysis 

of British Head Teachers shows a clear divide between powerful schools with wealthy 

parents and state-based education. In seeking inclusive education, we are not teaching 

students at the bottom to find a path to be equalised with all others. #DisruptTexts may thus 

be seen not to disrupt but rather to create a divide that pushes the top public schools further 

from those run by the state. 

Equity, Equality and the Race for the Bottom 

 It is not possible to create an equal society (Vonnegut, 1962; Arnopoulos, 1996; 

Češljaš, 2018). Despite Dewey’s concepts of nature versus nurture, the true outcome is 

always nature and nurture. Following the ideas of John Locke, Dewey (Dewey, 1884, p. 163) 

stated, “The mind is a blank, a wax tablet, a tabula rasa, whose sole nature is receptivity, and 

certainly it can furnish no synthesis”. Unfortunately, the enlightenment concept that all 

people are equal and that given the same start, we will all end at the same destination is false. 

Some people have the capacity to be engineers. Others can do marketing but would fail 

engineering. Equally, many engineers would fail marketing as well. 



Cancelled: A Polemic on Education. 

Is the drive to change the Western Canon in ESL education and the introduction of vernacular 

texts about inclusive education or resentment, and how does the leadership of school bodies 

including headteachers influence this choice? 

 

75 
Student 510925677 

 Suppose there are ten people in a room. Three of those are below the intellectual 

standard of the average. Three of those are above, and the other four are average; then, by 

seeking equality, we do a dis-justice to everybody in that room. The three who could do the 

best are not challenged and will not be. Without giving them the more difficult materials, 

they will still not advance. Educational outcomes are generally pushed in a way analogous to 

sporting; if you want to compete at a harder level, you need to train beyond your means. 

 The decision to limit the ability of some students creates a Randian (2014) dystopian 

environment where the best student must find an extracurricular activity to entertain 

themselves. However, no amount of extra time will advance a failing student who was given 

material that is not even challenging. If the student is in a state school but is wealthy, they 

will likely have access to books and education at home (Sowell, 1998). These materials will 

allow the students to gain through their work. However, this leaves the rest of the school 

body further behind. 

 Next, even the least capable student suffers the indignity of being told that they are 

not capable of doing more. While praising students who have not earned that praise can lead 

to negative outcomes (Dweck, 2007), telling a smart student they are dumb equally leads to 

failure (Dweck, 2002). Again, the answer should be simple. How have they done compared to 

their cohort? How have they done compared to international measures? It would seem that 

some individuals in educational leadership either ignore the natural progression that follows 

or seek to create equality even at the expense of society as a whole. 

 It is not possible to lift students beyond their capability. Rather, we need to push them 

to achieve their maximum level. The problem is multiplied by the inability of the states to 

apply the rules to public schools. Because of this, public school students continue to achieve 
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at a higher level. The result is the creation of an artificial inequity that derives from the 

enforced introduction of “developmentally appropriate” topics within state skills while public 

schools continue to educate more traditionally. 

 Mullen and Bartlett (Mullen and Bartlett, 2022) contended an endless struggle over 

educational reform that remains incendiary and politically focused. Many presented 

arguments discuss problems as if they are derived from a lack of resources. However, many 

of the new inclusive resources are unknown, untested and have only expensive materials 

provided at cost by educational members of the #disrupttext community. There are many 

progressive ideas. There are many promises of new forms of education. Yet, as Hirsch (2019) 

demonstrated by analysing the detailed schooling results of France and the United States over 

half a century, each progressive reform has failed in the majority. 

 When other forms of critical analysis and reading, teachers push a disruptive and 

divisive message that race in skin colour separate people (Rigell et al., 2022). The 

consequence of this action is the creation of differential education between those in public 

schools and the wider society. Ironically, the majority of the traditional canon is outside of 

copyright and provides a pathway for low-cost access to educational material. This adherence 

to the traditional allows cost saving for the high-end public schools but requires an 

investment in expensive new textbooks by the state. 

 The problem stems partly from “other people’s money” (Gissurarson, 2018). Next, it 

is other people’s children. Finally, while many educators are effective and have good 

intentions for the students, bad pedagogy and unsupported and anti-scientific programs 

undermine a widescale education (Hirsch, 2019). If we wish to create a more inclusive and 
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equal society, it is absolutely necessary that we treat all of our students the same right across 

the board, whether they are in state schools, private schools or English public schools. 

 Where these differences are allowed to exist, the disparity continues to grow. Those in 

traditionally elitist positions ensure that their children are trained with the knowledge and 

language that enables them to secede from them. The result is that parents wealthy enough to 

send their children to the right schools have them go to the right university. Effectively, 

educational practices that work are selected over those that have goals of inclusiveness or 

equality. 

 The differential in the interview and the Likert test demonstrate a major educational 

rift between private and public schools. The public Head Teacher interviewed saw the 

development of leadership skills as the primary purpose of education in the Western canon. It 

is a means of imbuing culture and knowledge that will allow those coming into society for the 

first time to engage with the knowledge of what is happening. 

 If British state schools followed the lead of Public schools, what is taught to the 

wealthiest and most elite in society would get taught to the lowest. Such an approach creates 

a means of equalling the differential, but it must be remembered that even as such, this will 

only be a small change. Nevertheless, by doing this, the school can be measured against the 

existing best practice. Furthermore, such an approach leads to each state-funded and the 

public schools being able to be measured equally. Alternatively, such policy decisions should 

be left for democratic debate. The parents should be able to choose where their money goes 

and what educational process is implemented. The dichotomy demonstrated by the various 

Head Teacher’s responses shows a wide divide between educational beliefs and pedagogy. 
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 Unless parents have a say, the educational authorities are removing the freedom of 

individuals to choose. While this follows the typical Marxist (Ford, 2022) and Platonic 

(Irabor, Adidi and Ola-Obitusin, no date) educational foundations, these are designed not for 

the democratic views of the overall populace but rather to promote the ideas of an elite few 

that operate outside of the controls of democratic removal. 

Conclusion 

 The various responses from the state-funded high schools demonstrate an overarching 

desire to provide leadership focused on differentiating schools from British public schools. 

However, this approach is premised on resentment. Rather than focusing on delivering the 

best educational outcome for the student, no matter where this comes from, stories of 

inclusion and equality are touted as if they are desirable. 

 Students want opportunities to go to university, to gain jobs in various fields and, 

where possible, to complete a process of social mobility that will have them higher than their 

parents. Some researchers note how great a critical discussion on skills is needed. However, 

these individuals also note that meritocratic education should be challenged (Owens and de St 

Croix, 2020). There is a simple test that needs to be applied. Is the alternative pedagogy 

delivering better results based on total overall outcomes? 

 Owens and de St Croix (2020) continue to premise their claims against the monetary 

inequality of families. Such claims are made despite the evidence provided despite the 

comprehensive multi-decade and multi-nation analysis by Hirsch (2019). Together these 

points show that it is not the student that is being valued but rather that critical Marxist ideas 

of equality are being promoted in a divisive manner (Ford, 2022). The end of all these 

processes is the disunion of education within the country (Burawoy, 2022). 



Cancelled: A Polemic on Education. 

Is the drive to change the Western Canon in ESL education and the introduction of vernacular 

texts about inclusive education or resentment, and how does the leadership of school bodies 

including headteachers influence this choice? 

 

79 
Student 510925677 

 Despite the claims to the contrary, Western culture is not evil. On the contrary, it has 

delivered the greatest growth and the lowest death rates worldwide. Every decade has been 

better than the one before. The number of wars has been lower every single year. Moreover, 

many arguments against capitalism and Marxism are about collapsing society and degrowth 

(Schmelzer, Vetter and Vansintjan, 2022). The arguments are illogical and contradictory, but 

few individuals are taught how to make arguments or engage in politics.  

It doesn’t end with a whisper. 

It ends with ignorance and a lack of knowledge if we allow it. They have been many 

dark ages, and none of those was held back by individuals seeking equality. None of those 

will be again. But, unfortunately, if we don’t wish our society to devolve out of the 

Democratic Republic or Democratic monarchy into a popularist scheme managed by the best 

demagogue, we must start to inculcate the required knowledge of how to be political and how 

to gain power not only into those who are wealthy but to everyone. 
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Appendix B 

Consent Letter 

The following text was used as a standard form letter for each of the participants. 

 

I, [insert name] of [_____], agreed to participate in the study carried out by Dr Craig Wright 

of Brunel University, UK. 

CONSENT FORM 

Cancelled: A Polemic on Education. 
 

Craig Steven Wright PhD 
 

APPROVAL HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THIS STUDY TO BE CARRIED OUT BETWEEN 
25/04/2022 AND 15/09/2022 

 

The participant (or their legal representative) should complete the whole of this sheet. 
 

 YES NO 

Have you read the Participant Information Sheet? 
 

☐ ☐ 

Have you had an opportunity to ask questions and discuss this study? (via 
email/phone for electronic surveys) 

☐ ☐ 

Have you received satisfactory answers to all your questions? (via 
email/phone for electronic surveys) 

☐ ☐ 

 

Do you understand that you will not be referred to by name in any report 
concerning this study? 

☐ ☐ 

Do you understand that: 
 

• You are free to withdraw from this study at any time 
 
 

• You don’t have to give any reason for withdrawing 
 

☐ ☐ 

☐ ☐ 
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• Choosing not to participate or withdrawing will not affect your Choose 
an item. 
 

• You can withdraw your data any time up to Click here to enter a date. 
 

☐ ☐ 

☐ ☐ 

I agree to my interview being a 
 

☐ ☐ 

I agree to the use of non-attributable quotes when the study is written up or 
published 

☐ ☐ 

The procedures regarding confidentiality have been explained to me 
 

☐ ☐ 

I agree that my anonymised data can be stored and shared with other 
researchers for use in future projects. 

☐ ☐ 

I agree to take part in this study. 
 

☐ ☐ 

 

Signature of research participant:  
 

Print name: Date: 

Witness Statement 

I am satisfied that the above-named has given informed consent.  
 

Witness signature: 
 

Print name: Date: 
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Appendix C 

Dissertation Topic 

Central Research Question/Statement: 

Cancelled: Is the drive to change the Western Canon in ESL education and the introduction 

of vernacular texts about inclusive education or resentment? 

Sub-questions, relating to meeting research aims and addressing main research 

question:  

7. What are the perceived benefits and criticisms associated with the Canon? 

8. What are the benefits of working with the classics in the ESL educational program? 

9. What benefits do people perceive in removing the Classics? 

10. What are the policy considerations associated with teaching ESL using the Canon, and 

11. What policy considerations are associated with alternatives such as #disrupttexts? 

12. What are the leadership considerations addressed by headteachers in either supporting 

or rejecting the Western Canon? 

 

Methods: 

• 4+ semi-structured, face-to-face interviews with 4 headteachers. Up to 1-hour duration, 

• structured questionnaire for parents created using “Gorilla”. 
 
 

 

 

 


